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EVEN WHEN HE IS TERMED out and getting ready to leave office, Pittsburg Assemblyman Joe Canciamilla just can't help but stir things up in Sacramento. Canciamilla and termed-out Republican colleague Keith Richman have become the Capitol's version of Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.

That's not to imply that they rob banks or anything, but they do team together and employ unconventional means to rob the Capitol of its status quo.

This time the pair is proposing ACA 28, which is designed to create the California Citizen Assembly. The measure would ask voters to approve creation of such an assembly of ordinary citizens to grapple with election-reform issues.

The premise being that elected officials have an inherent conflict of interest when it comes such matters.

Obviously, there are questions as to whether two termed-out assemblymen can get something like this through the Legislature, but at least it surfaces the idea.

The measure as proposed has significant safeguards to protect against this assembly being stocked by special-interest partisans.

The plan envisions ordinary citizens serving their state in an important role for a short time and for minimal compensation. It is an interesting concept.

Come to think of it, it sounds a whole lot like what the founders had in mind from the beginning.

