Summary: Korky Day’s position statement seeking to get Arizona’s Green Party to endorse a citizens assembly for democratic reform.  
We can make Arizona a democracy!
Citizens' Assembly idea borrowed from Canada and ancient Hellena
 

by Korky Day, (bio at end).
Revised 2006 February 4.  Published 2006 2 1 in the E-Newsletter of the Green Party of Maricopa County, Arizona, www.maricopagreens.org.
 

   Who makes the rules about who makes the rules?  The people of Arizona have never knowingly approved the 2-party system, but we still suffer under it anyway.  Now there is a new movement for ordinary citizens to propose new ways to choose who will make the laws.
   I wrote "The USA is not a democracy or a republic!" (E-Newsletter of the Green Party of Maricopa County, Arizona, 2006 January, article 2, www.maricopagreens.org/newsletter/200601.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.maricopagreens.org/" \o "http://www.maricopagreens.org/" ).
   Similarly, each of its states is a duopoly.  Unfair ballot status rules, which often keep the Green Party off the ballot, are only one small aspect of our systemic pseudo-democracy.     
   In Arizona, I propose we follow the lead of British Columbia (Canada) (www.fairvote.org/?page=515), and of the state of California (1.  www.fairvote.org/?page=1  2.  www.fairvote.org/?page=39&articlemode=showspecific&showarticle=1206   3.  www.fairvote.org/ca/?page=840).
   Before them, the idea hadn't been used officially since ancient Hellena.  Now I'd like to see the Green Party and others endorse my plan.
   In BC in 2003, a 160-person Citizens' Assembly on Electoral Reform was set up which recommended proportional representation to replace their undemocratic electoral system.  ! The type of pro-rep chosen was dubbed BC-STV, or BC's version of single transferable voting.  In USA political-science terms it is also called "choice" voting.
   The idea was that ordinary citizens could pick a better system of elections than the politicians who stand to gain by one system or another.
   The Citizens' Assembly was wildly popular and highly respected around the world.  Their proposal was put to a vote of the people in BC on 2005 May 17.  (I campaigned hard for it.)  
   The referendum results were very close, so another will be held in 2008.  Similar movements are gaining steam in the rest of Canada and in California.
   We in Arizona can follow a similar route.  If the legislature won't authorise this plan, we can use the i! nitiative process.  That is, we can enlist many fair-minded Arizonans to circulate and sign petitions which will force the plan to a binding public vote.
   This is not something simply to help the Green Party, the fourth largest party in AZ.  Fair elections are something keenly desired also by our third largest party, the Libertarian Party.  Also, other groups, such as the Arizona League of Women Voters, might help.
   A huge number of Arizonans are "independents" because they, too, are disgusted with, or wary of, the duopoly:  the undemocratic "monopoly" of 2 parties, the Democrats and the Republicans.  There are probably even one or 2 elected Democrats and Republicans who would support the introduction of democracy to this state.
   My plan below is for Arizona, but could be adapted for any state.  It is based largely on my experience with the Citizens' Assembly in BC.
   This plan expands the power of ordinary citizens.  It would create a constitutional amendment (# 1-3) which could lead to more constitutional amendments (# 31), binding referenda (# 3, 4, 31, 33, 34), a new Citizens' Assembly every 12 years (# 5), broad topics of deliberation (# 21, 31), subpoena power (# 26), etc.
 

   Details of my proposal:
   1.  This proposal could be proposed by the state legislature as a state constitutional amendment.
   2.  If not, it shall be proposed as an initiative state constitutional amendment.
   3.  Either way, it must then be approved by a majority in a binding referendum.
   4.  It is proposed that all the referenda mentioned in this measure must be held in conjunction with an election for Arizona governor and/or for president of the USA.
   5.  The state shall create and select a new Citizens' Assembly every 12 years, at public expense, unless, by 3/5 vote in a referendum, the people agree to skip one.
   6.  Persons not eligible to be a member of a Citizens' Assembly include all those who:
      a.  Have ever been elected to public office&! nbsp;or appointed to a position which is normally elected.
      b.  Have ever been a judge or a city manager.

      c.  Have ever been a member of any official, government, randomly-chosen "citizens' assembly" to propose constitutional or other laws.
      d.  Have been a candidate for public office in the previous 10 years.
      e.  Have been a full-time, paid political party official or lobbyist in the previous 10 years.
      f.  Are in the immediate family of any of the above (spouse, parent, sibling, or child).
   7.  Each member of the Citizens' Assembly may keep their usual job or keep attending school, etc.  They shall, however, receive a daily honorarium equal to 8 times the legal hourly minimum wage in Arizona as of the passage of this law, or as increased later.  ($44/day.)
   8.  All of the selection process for the Citizens' Assembly shall be at places and in a manner open to the public in each district and to the media, at a time announced to the public by newspapers and on the Arizona and local government Internet publications.  Officials must permanently record all the actions and results.  However, drawn names may not be published outside that place, except for the finally chosen volunteers.  No electronic machines or computers may be used in the selection.

   9.  On 2006 November 21, Tuesday, in each of t! he 60 Arizona state representative districts shall be drawn 100 names of people at random from the voters' list:  50 women and 50 men, of whom 2 shall become members of the Citizens' Assembly.
   10.  Those drawn in that first round shall be invited by regular mail and certified mail to a convenient information meeting in their district on 2006 December 16, Saturday.

   11.  Attendees' reasonable travel expenses (bus fare, train fare, vehicle gasoline, etc.) shall be paid.  If needed, one night of accomodation and 2 healthy meals shall be provided.
   12.  Those attending may volunteer to be in the final draw that evening for the Citizens' Assembly.
   13.  Then the names of one man and one woman shall be drawn at random from the finalists.  If they decline, others will be drawn.  All of those thus selected from each district shall comprise the new Citizens' Assembly.  Also, four alternates per district shall be chosen similarly.
   14.  That selection process shall be assumed to create enough representative diversity in the results.
   15.  In 2007 January, the governor shall convene and chair the first session of the Citizens' Assembly long enough for them to select a new chair from their ranks.
   16.  That chair may be replaced at any time by the members.  They may hire someone from outside their ranks.
   17.  It shall meet during the following year, between 30 and 80 days total, on the weekends that the assembly chooses (which may include 3-day holiday weekends).
   18.  If needed, they shall be offered transportation to sessions and hearings, plus food and lodging.  If need be, their children shall also be minded and fed at government expense.
   19.  The members may bring their children into the sessions, hearings, etc. in order to breastfeed them, comfort them, etc.
   20.  The minimum state funding for each Citizens' Assembly shall be equal to 50 cents per resident of Arizona (adjusted for value of the money) plus 0.001 % of the state government spending in the previous 12 years.  (Approximately 4.5 + 2.5 million = 7 million $.)
   21.  Each Citizens' Assem! bly shall meet, adopt its rules, study, hold hearings, and discuss progress toward an effective democratic Arizona state government.
   22.  They may select their own officials and staff.
   23.  For the entire process, translation and interpretation shall be provided for those in need, whether Navaho, sign language, Español, or others.
   24.  The assembly shall subdivide their number and host, at fewest, one convenient evening or weekend hearing in each representative's district in order to listen to the public in January, February, and March, at least.
   25.  The Citizens' Assembly may invite any number of people to testify and advise them, such as officials, teachers, foreigners, mathematicians, scientists, activists, lobbyists, business people, government employees, etc.
   26.  They may also subpoena for questioning at convenient times any past or present public official elected in or from Arizona.
   27.  Members of the Citizens' Assembly may not accept, without specific approval of the whole Citizens' Assembly, any money, gifts, or personal benefits related to their deliberations, except educational materials.  Money and educational materials may be accepted for the Citizens' Assembly as a whole to possess.  Any left over shall revert later to state ownership.
   28.  All sessions of the Citizens' Assembly shall be broadcast live, which all cable and satellite companies serving Arizona must transmit.  They shall also be broadcast live on the Internet and available in the Internet archive.
   29.  Complete and partial transcripts shall be sold for the cost of printing.
   30.  All statements, decisions, submissions, results, transcripts of sessions and hearings, etc. shall be permanently published on paper (sold for the cost of printing) and on the Internet and in the Internet archive.
   31.  Then, in 2008 January, to the people of Arizona, the Citizens' Assembly may propose any measures they think will help create a vibrant democracy in Arizona.  They may include proposed constitutional amendments, statutes, regulations, etc.
   32.  For the following 3 months the Citizens' Assembly shall receive further comments from the government a! nd the people, then reconvene for no longer than one month, and, if they choose, revise their proposals. 
   33.  Each of the resulting final proposals separately shall be put to binding public referenda in the general election of 2008 November, which require a majority vote to pass.
   34.  Each such measure may never be repealed or infringed, except by the people in a public referendum.  Each such measure which is approved by more than 3/5 of the vote may never be repealed or infringed, except by more than 3/5 of the votes in a public referendum.
 

End of article.
 

Note from the author, "Korky" Kirk Day:
   I occasionally travel by bus from Arizona to British Columbia--through California.  I could perhaps stop along the way if needed for efforts for a citizens' assembly.
   Born and raised in California, I moved to BC in 1968.
   I participated extensively in BC with the Citizens' Assembly on Electoral Reform (submission # 1390).

   I am also the former chair of the Green Party of Vancouver and the current editor of the e-Newsletter of the Green Party of Maricopa County, AZ, (www.maricopagreens.org).

   I founded Pro-Rep Report and other periodicals.  I have extensive broadcast experience, including at Vancouver Co-operative Radio (www.coopradio.org).
 

Korky Day,  korkyday@yahoo.com
 

End of document.
