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Two state legislators have recently proposed a bill that would enable input from average citizens regarding some governmental issues.

  Joseph Canciamilla (D-Pittsburg) and Keith Richman (R-Northridge) said they introduced Assembly Constitutional Amendment 28 to produce reforms specifically involving the electoral and campaign processes. If the measure is approved, it would form a California Citizens Assembly that would utilize unelected citizens who would strive to represent the average Californian.

  They would also work to place legislative reform recommendations on California's 2008 general election ballot. Measure ACA 28 was modeled after similar legislation in British Columbia, and would transfer $20 million into the state's General Fund to cover expenses.

  "The Legislature's low public-approval ratings reflect citizens'  

frustrations with the partisan bickering, inactivity, and stalemate at the highest levels of state government," Richman said in a Jan. 26 press release. "As a result, the state remains stagnant and unrepresentative."

  A passage of the Citizens Assembly would attempt to represent the diverse population of California, including residents of various ages, genders, socioeconomic statuses and geographical locations.

  Canciamilla said 10 extra seats would be allocated on the Citizens Committee to ensure balanced representation across these societal lines.

  In their announcement, Richman and Canciamilla laid out the proposed selection and organization of the Citizens Assembly.

  An unpaid task force will be established with the duty of selecting members of the Citizens Assembly. The task force will be comprised of six academic experts; two each from the University of California and California State University systems as well as two from private universities in California. Each will be appointed by the chancellor of each respective university, Canciamilla said.

  This task force will sample a random group of 100 men and 100 women from the 80 assembly districts throughout the state. A local meeting will be held in each district to inform potential assembly members of the responsibilities and scope of each position. From those who are interested, one man and one woman will be randomly selected.

  For the first year after the initial selection, academic experts would expose and educate the Citizens Assembly on matters concerning elections and campaigning. Their area of influence would be restricted to issues such as redistricting, term limits, campaign financing and open primaries.

  Some feel there is no need for input from the average citizen in the state government.

  "There is too much citizen participation [and] input regarding propositions," said Ronni Abney, second-year graduate student in political science with a focus in American politics. "Citizens don't have enough information or education dealing with the topics. That's why it's the job of the representatives. A year of education is not enough."

  Abney has experience working in the state Assembly.

  The bill is currently in the Rules Committee and will likely be referred to Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments next.
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