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Could the solution to California's notoriously factional and dysfunctional Legislature lie in Canada? Two members of the Assembly think so, and are advocating for the creation of a statewide citizen committee - based on a model from British Columbia - that could suggest ways of reforming state government and present reforms directly to voters if lawmakers don't act on the suggestions. 

The committee - 160 members composed of one man and one woman from each of California's 80 legislative districts _ would spend a year studying how to improve state governance, and would suggest the Legislature adopt changes and reforms. If lawmakers didn't act, the committee could pitch its suggestions directly to voters as ballot initiatives.

There are a number of issues for the lawmakers behind the proposal to shake out in order to persuade either their colleagues or voters. For instance, the committee might get a budget of $20 million, but where would this money come from? How much would it cost to select committee members? Would the proceedings of the committee be open to the public? Would the committee have the authority to subpoena records or compel testimony? Is the selection method the best way to get members who are both representative and of high quality?

Still, this is an idea that deserves serious study and consideration. A citizens assembly at least holds the potential for California voters to take a more active hand in making their government more responsive.

