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Greenlining Supports “Citizens Assembly” Legislation

Berkeley, CA — The Greenlining Institute endorses legislation introduced yesterday by Assemblymembers Canciamilla and Richman to create a California Citizens Assembly. “It’s time for those who need government most to figure out ways to wrestle government away from entrenched special interests”, says Paul Turner, National Director of the Claiming Our Democracy Program at the Greenlining Institute. The Greenlining Institute has examined the merits of a Citizens Assembly to formulate initiative reform, and considers it a worthwhile mechanism for government reform. 

The California Citizens Assembly is modeled after the Citizen’s Assembly in British Columbia, Canada. The British Columbia Citizens Assembly is a diverse, representative body of citizens tasked with the narrow focus of electoral reform. The reforms proposed by the British Columbia Citizens Assembly were put before voters and received 58% of the vote. Although, 60% was needed to pass reforms, the widespread acceptance and legitimacy of the Citizen’s Assembly led the legislature to propose many of its reforms on its own. “Citizens need to be integrated into the process. There’s too much suspicion when politicians attempt to enact reforms by themselves”, says John Gamboa, Executive Director of the Greenlining Institute. 

Greenlining hopes that a California Citizens Assembly will take up Initiative Reform, Redistricting, Electoral Reform, and Campaign Finance Reform. A Citizens Assembly representing the diversity of California should be empowered to restore democracy and protect the voting rights of all Californians. 


The Greenlining Institute is a multiethnic public policy and advocacy think tank that advocates for low income and minority communities through economic development, consumer protection, health advocacy, campaign finance reform, civil rights, and leadership development. (www.greenlining.org)
