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Canciamilla and Richman Announce Legislation to Establish a California Citizens Assembly

SACRAMENTO – Assemblymembers Joe Canciamilla (D- Pittsburg ) and Keith Richman (R- Northridge) announced today that they introduced ACA 28, a measure that would establish a California Citizens Assembly and allow average citizens to have a significant influence toward reforming their state government.

Modeled after similar legislation in British Columbia , ACA 28 would enact the Citizens Assembly on Electoral Reform Act of 2006, which would establish a Citizens Assembly to evaluate potential reforms of the laws governing the electoral and campaign process for the Legislature and statewide elected executive officers.

“The Legislature’s low public approval ratings reflect citizens’ frustrations with the partisan bickering, inactivity, and stalemate at the highest levels of state government.  As a result, the state remains stagnant and unrepresentative,” Assemblymember Richman said.  “State government is broken and serious reforms are needed before we can solve the specific problems that threaten our prosperity and quality of life such as education, housing, transportation, and health care.” 
“Given the Legislature’s dysfunction and partisanship, change must start outside the traditional electoral models and outside the Capitol’s political self interests.  We need to create a movement of civic involvement to help fix California and modernize California ’s governance,” Canciamilla said.

ACA 28 Guidelines:

· Establishes a Citizens Assembly to study how California should elect the members of the Legislature and its elected executive officers.  The body would evaluate potential reforms of the laws that govern elections and political campaigns in the state.  The voters would ultimately decide if a Citizens Assembly should be established. 

· Once the Citizens Assembly is approved by the electorate, the Citizens Assembly would be broadly representative of the adult population of California with respect to age, gender socioeconomic status, and geographical distribution based on voter registration. 

· A selection task force would be appointed to select the members of the Citizens Assembly.  The task force would consist of six academic experts, two from the University of California , two from California State University and two from private universities in California .  The members of the selection task force would serve without compensation. 

· The selection task force will choose from a stratified random sample of 100 men and 100 women to be drawn from the registered voter rolls in each Assembly District.  Each eligible person whose name is drawn shall be given the opportunity to indicate their interest in becoming a member.  Local selection meetings in each Assembly District will be held to inform those individuals who are interested about the scope, duties and responsibilities of the Citizens Assembly.  From the pool of randomly selected interested individuals, one man and one woman from each Assembly District will be randomly selected to serve on the Citizens Assembly. 

· Government officials, judges, lobbyists, campaign consultants or their family members are not allowed to participate on the Citizens Assembly. 

· The selection task force will provide the Citizens Assembly with three candidates for the position of compensated, nonvoting chair, who will be selected as the first order of business by a majority vote of the Citizens Assembly.  The chair will act as a non-voting member of the Citizens Assembly.  The chair will organize the affairs of the Citizens Assembly and conduct its meetings, employ staff, contract for consultants, employ legal counsel and other business activities. 

· The mandate of the Citizens Assembly is limited to the electoral and campaign process which includes but is not limited to: redistricting, term-limits, campaign financing, or open primaries. 

· For 12 months, members of the Citizens Assembly will be educated by academic experts on potential reforms, will hold public hearings throughout the state and will deliberate on reform proposals.  

· Once the Citizens Assembly makes its final recommendations, the Legislature has 30 days to hold legislative hearings to consider their proposals.  Any recommendations from the Legislature are advisory only.  The Citizens Assembly has the final word on the content of their recommendations. 

· The final recommendations of the Citizens Assembly would be place directly on the ballot at the November 4, 2008 statewide general election.  If the ballot measure is approved by a majority of voters the provision shall take effect the day after the election. 

· ACA 28 allocates $20 million from the General Fund to pay for the expenses incurred by the Citizens Assembly. 

Other participants at the press conference included:

David Lesher – California Program Director , New America Foundation

Gordon Gibson – Former Member of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia ; Architect of British Columbia 's Citizens Assembly.

David Kennedy – Co-Director of the Bill Lane Center for the Study of the North American West at Stanford University; Donald J. McLachlan Professor of History, Stanford University; 2000 Pulitzer Prize in history for his book Freedom From Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929-1945.

Robert Stern – Director of the Center for Governmental Studies; Former General Counsel for the Fair Political Practices Commission; Author of Political Reform Act of 1974.

Bill Hauck – President, California Business Roundtable; Former member of the California Constitution Revision Commission.

Phil Isenberg – President, Isenberg/O’Haren; Former Assemblymember, 9th Assembly District; Former member of the California Constitution Revision Commission.

ACA 28 (Official California Legislative Information)
# # # #

Capitol Office: State Capitol -- P.O. Box 942849 -- Sacramento, CA 94249-0011 -- Phone: (916) 319-2011 -- Fax: (916) 319-2111
District Office: 815 Estudillo Street -- Martinez, CA 94553 -- (925) 372-7990
Satellite Offices: 420 West Third Street -- Antioch, CA 94531 -- Ph: 925-778-5790 -- Fax: 925-778-5174 
