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(This is the third in a series of posts on invisible issues: today, electoral reform)

NDP leader Jack Layton says the New Democrats won’t support a minority government, regardless of the part, without a commitment to electoral reform.

The NDP supports a Mixed Member Proportional system, he says, which combines local representation with an adjustment in the number of seats so that each party is represented in the 308-seat Parliament based on its share of the popular vote.

But if Layton’s promise sounds familiar, it’s because he said the same thing last time around. Despite a year and a half of propping up Paul Martin’s Liberal government, however, the NDP never pushed for a change in voting system.

That leaves Layton open to criticism. In an interview, Andrew Lewis, the Green Party candidate for Saanich—Gulf Islands said, “They didn’t do it. [Layton] can say anything he wants, you can’t trust him.” The Greens, by the way, support striking a B.C.-style citizens’ assembly to consider changes to the voting system.

What’s Layton’s explanation for the NDP’s failure to move electoral reform forward? “We came up two votes short so we weren’t able to impose that sort of condition.”

It would seem the solution then is for Canadians to send a minority government back to Ottawa, but this time with more NDP members. If the Greens were in office they’d change the system. But they’re not likely to get into office until the system is changed.

As for the other parties: the Conservatives, Liberals and Bloc Quebecois, which have generally benefited from the current system, do not support electoral reform.

The non-partisan group Fair Vote Canada put out a statement this week showing what number of seats each party would get under such a system based on recent polls, and comparing that to the seats projected under the current system.

	Party
	Project per cent of popular vote
	Projected seat total
	Seat total under a proportional system

	Conservatives
	38%
	152
	117

	Liberals
	26%
	66
	80

	NDP
	31%
	31
	59

	Bloc
	12%
	59
	37

	Greens
	5%
	0
	15


--Andrew MacLeod reports for Monday Magazine in Victoria
