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Re: “Ottawa veterans duke it out in Van Centre” [Jan. 5-12]. Wouldn’t it be nice if there were no wasted votes in Vancouver Centre, or anywhere else for that matter? The reason there are is that we’re still using the antiquated first-past-the-post system (which should be called closest-to-the-post, since you don’t need even 50 percent to win a race—less than 27 percent was enough in Saskatoon last year). 

Only half of Canadians are likely to cast a vote for a winning candidate this year, but if we were using the single transferable vote, at least 83 percent of us would have that privilege, according to the results of the virtual STV federal election now under way at Demochoice.ca. STV would be highly proportional as well: provincewide, no party is winning more than one seat more or less than they’d expect to based on first preferences on the ballot. It’s clearly time for a national citizens assembly on electoral reform.
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