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Ariel Lade feels he’s come a long way since his unsuccessful foray into the world of federal politics in 2004.

Sitting at a table in the University of Victoria Student Union Building, the federal Green Party candidate for the Victoria riding says he’s better prepared for this federal election than he was 20 months ago.

“I think I’m a stronger candidate – last time I was too green,” he says with a laugh.

Lade, the only candidate from the four major parties returning to the Victoria ballot from 2004, points out he’s worked on several campaigns for Green candidates running in various elections since he last ran as a federal candidate.

He worked on B.C. Green Party leader Adriane Carr’s failed bid to run in the Surrey-Panorama Ridge byelection in October 2004. The same year, he worked on Alberta Green Party leader George Read’s unsuccessful campaign to get elected in that province’s election in November 2004. Lade worked for the B.C. Greens in the last provincial election as an organizer and parachuted as a candidate into the Peace River South riding where he picked up 9.5 per cent of the popular vote.

He also helped Green Party member Sonya Chandler gain a seat on Victoria council last November.

There’s a reason why Lade spent an entire day campaigning at UVic last week.

“Youth is the real focus of our campaign,” he explains.

The 30-year-old attended UVic himself and graduated with a BA in political science and economics in 2001 before earning a master’s degree from the London School of Economics in 2002.

It’s not hard to spot young supporters of Lade as they tend to wear his campaign buttons that state: “Frustrated? Get Lade 2006.”

Lade acknowledges that getting the youth vote out has been a problem in the past. But it’s a problem he blames on the first-past-the-post electoral system. Many young people don’t see any point in voting for smaller parties such as the Greens if they don’t think they’ll get elected, Lade says.

“If we had a fair electoral system ... that’ll encourage more youth to vote,” he says.

That said, it’s no surprise that Lade raised the issue of electoral reform during his day of campaigning at UVic. An electoral system based on some form of proportional representation, where parties win seats based on their share of the popular vote, makes much more sense than the existing system, Lade says.

“This is absolutely the worst system you can think of,” he says about first-past-the-post.

A system based on proportional voting would give more power to the electorate and force the traditional parties to pay more attention to voters’ concerns, Lade says.

Lade’s comments are part of the federal Green Party’s current initiative encouraging Canadians to organize town hall meetings or simply gather together in groups and discuss alternatives to the current electoral system. As well, the Greens call for a national citizens assembly like the initiative that was held in B.C. after the provincial Liberals came to power, where appointed members of the public can study other electoral systems and recommend a new one for Canada.

“The Green Party is the only party calling for a national citizens assembly,” Lade says.

While a first-past-the-post system is still firmly in place, Lade is nevertheless confident he has a good chance of winning in the Victoria riding. He views the election in the Victoria riding as a “four-way race” (involving, Green, NDP Liberal and Conserative candidates).

With outgoing Liberal Victoria MP David Anderson retiring from politics, Lade argues Liberal votes are “up for grabs.”

The Greens’ environmental platform in itself is enough to attract a substantial number of votes in Victoria, he says.

“Victoria is the greenest city in Canada. If we get an MP elected anywhere, it’s going to be here,” Lade says.

If Lade doesn’t win, he plans to give it another shot in the next federal election.

“I’m in it for the long run. The Green Party is not going away.”
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