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Sick of political parties and the candidates they choose to represent you?

Pick your own, says Marxist-Leninist candidate Dorothy-Jean O’Donnell.

The party is hosting two all-candidates forums to help explain the proposal to reform the electoral process by having groups of voters with a common interest select election candidates.
“This concept of selection is that the decision-making power resides with the electors,” O’Donnell says. “Decision-making should be vested in the people, so we’re organizing forums so the electors can speak to the candidates about what they want and expect in their representatives.”
The Marxist-Leninist proposal would also end the backroom politicking that goes on to select a party candidate, and end the “party domination” of the House of Commons, she says.
For example, if health care is a key election issue to you, then you might consider voting for a candidate selected by front-line health care workers, a “champion of health care (who) would emerge out of the political debate,” she says.
B.C.’s Citizens Assembly is an example of a non-partisan body that brought “civility and deliberation” to provincial politics, O’Donnell says.
The first forum on health care will be held in Chilliwack at Evergreen Hall on Jan. 13 starting at 7 p.m.. A second forum on “representation and accountability” will be held at the Hope recreation centre on Jan. 20 starting at 7 p.m.
O’Donnell says in the future it would be the job of a locally-elected riding council to involve citizens in the candidate selection process. 

