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SURREY, B.C. (CP) - Green party Leader Jim Harris is pitching a B.C.-style citizens' assembly to devise a new federal electoral system that better reflects voters' true choices. 

Harris said Wednesday any Greens who win seats in what he expects will be a minority Parliament would make electoral reform a condition for supporting the governing party. 

He told a news conference in this Vancouver suburb the B.C. approach is the best way to work out the kinds of reforms the Greens believe are crucial to reversing declining voter turnout and growing cynicism about the legitimacy of parliamentary representation. 

It's also a way to help smaller parties such as the Greens breach the wall which the current first-past-the-post system puts between them and winning seats in Parliament. 

But Harris also said he would leave it to Parliament to legislate any changes to the voting system, unlike British Columbia, where it was put to a referendum. 

In a question attached to the provincial-election ballot last May, voters narrowly rejected the a form of proportional representation called the single transferable vote, or STV. 

Although 57.6 per cent of voters endorsed STV, that was just over two percentage points shy of the required 60 per cent majority. 

Premier Gordon Campbell promised to put the issue before voters again as a referendum attached to the 2008 municipal ballot. 

In an interview, Harris said he sees nothing wrong with skipping a national referendum on fundamental electoral change. 

"We don't have to put it to Canadians," he said. "Parliament can enact a new electoral system without having to go to a referendum. I mean, who voted on the electoral system as it stands right now?" 

Harris said by requiring a 60 per cent threshold, the provincial government set the bar for reform unreasonably high. 

"What the old-line politicians want to do is frustrate, stop, retard, prevent any change which threatens their power," he said. 

The Greens favour the British Columbia model of a randomly chosen citizens' assembly to recommend a new voting system. 

Other provinces are also examining electoral reform, although voters in Prince Edward Island last November rejected a form of mixed-member proportional representation. 

Under such a system federally, some MPs would be elected directly and others chosen from party lists based on a party's percentage of the popular vote. 

The Greens won more than four per cent of the vote in the 2004 election but failed to elect any MPs. Opinion polls suggest they have between six and eight per cent in the current campaign. 

Harris pointed out that in 2004 the minority Liberals elected 22 MPs in Atlantic Canada with just 500,000 votes - 83,000 fewer than the Greens drew nationwide.

