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OTTAWA, ONTARIO--(CCNMatthews - Jan. 2, 2006) - Restoring and strengthening Canada's fundamental values of fairness, equality and justice are at the core of the Green Party's 2006 election platform, said Green Party of Canada leader Jim Harris as he launched the party's platform today in Ottawa. 

"The Green Party rejects the politics of blame and instead proposes the politics of solutions for Canada," said Harris. "Canada will be a better country with Green Party MPs proposing a progressive, prudent and sustainable program in the next Parliament."

The Green Party's environmental plan includes: legislation to adopt the Canadian Index of Well-Being, amending the Charter of Rights to include the right to a healthy environment, prohibiting bulk water exports, shifting taxes onto non-renewable energy resources and off personal income, ending federal subsidies to the fossil fuel sector, and 

improving public transportation in and among communities across the country. 

Green Party MPs would propose an International Corporate Social Responsibility Act, more effective antitrust laws in concentrated sectors, $17.5 billion in tax cuts for small and medium size businesses and lower income Canadians, and real solutions to address the growing fiscal imbalance.

Green Party MPs would push to implement the recommendations of the 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, sign the UN initiative for the elimination of discrimination and violence against women, work to remove professional barriers for new Canadians, and toughen regulations governing immigration consultants. 

As part of its fight against poverty, Green Party MPs would push to create new funding networks for locally-run housing, child care and health programs and reorient the CMHC to provide greater support to non-profit housing organizations and cooperatives. The party's health program includes a national pharmacare plan coordinated with the provinces, higher taxes on tobacco products, alcohol and junk food, and a strategic investment of $500 million over 5 years to aggressively address inactivity and obesity.

The Green Party will sign a Contract with Youth to improve post-secondary accessibility, remove the GST from education supplies, and harmonize programs such as the Millennium Scholarship Fund to provide a single needs-based grant program to reduce student debt.

Green Party MPs would introduce a Government Accountability Act to ensure that government oversight is at arms length from government and propose a Citizens' Assembly to study democratic renewal. 

"The Green Party platform includes over 200 ideas to build healthier communities and a more caring Canada," said Harris. "Our plan will put the needs of Canadians first."

The 2006 Green Party Platform is available at www.greenparty.ca at 11:00 AM EST.
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